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Niagara # 87

Best Butterfly Host Plants – Niagara County Natives

Shade Trees


Yellow Birch (Betula lutea)



Small Canopy: 50-75 feet



Spread: 35 – 50 feet (2/3 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – light green, 

Summer – med. green, 

Fall- pale lemon yellow



Flower: 

Pencil like catkins, greenish to yellow green



Fruit: 

Erect strobiles

Season – late July through mid October

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation- forest, Elevated floodplain terrace, and knobs, 

Cool north and east slopes

Common on calcareous soils 

Prefers moist to average

Planting: moderately difficult, root pruned trees move well, B&B in early spring, 

Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: medium, maturity reached at 150 years



Associate Species: 

Paper, Gray and Sweet Birches, Red, and Sugar Maples, Eastern White Pine, Red Spruce, American Linden, Northern Red Oak, Canada Hemlock, White Ash, Pagoda Dogwood


Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)

Large Canopy: 75 - 100 feet



Spread: 75 – 100 feet (as wide as tall)



Foliage:




Spring – light green, 

Summer – light blue-green, 

Fall - clear lemon to golden yellow



Flower: 

Small clusters, yellowish green



Fruit: 

Single berry – purple brown

Season – September – October, persisting on tree through February

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: Forest, savanna, also wooded slopes

From wet to dry

Planting: easily transplanted, B&B or BR in spring,  or fall with care



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: medium to long, maturity reached at 100 years



Associate Species: 

American Elm, White and Green Ash, Black Walnut, Common Honey locust, Eastern Wahoo, Hawthorn species


White Ash (Fraxinus americana)



Large Canopy: 75 - 100 feet



Spread: 50 - 75 feet (2/3 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – light green, 

Summer – bright  green, 

Fall- golden yellow with purple mottling



Flower: 

Compact many flowered clusters, deep purple



Fruit: 

Winged samara, tan brown

Season – early August persisting through late February

Other Wildlife Value:  low



Habitat:

Formation: forest, upland slopes and ravines,

Moderately coarse to moderately fine; loamy sands, 

Moist to average

Planting: readily transplanted B&B in early spring or late autumn



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: medium to long, 150- 200 years



Associate Species: 

Pin Cherry, Eastern White Pine, Yellow Birch, Sugar Maple, Black Cherry, 

Am. Linden, Am. Beech, Northern Red and White Oaks, Tuliptree, 


Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera)



Large Canopy: 75 - 100 feet



Spread: 35 - 50 feet (1/2 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – light green, 

Summer – bright  green, 

Fall- clear lemon yellow



Flower: 

Large, single, cup shaped, 2-3 inches, yellow green with orange splotches



Fruit: 

Winged woody samara, tan brown

Season – August persisting through late November

Other Wildlife Value:  low



Habitat:

Formation: forest, lower slopes and hills,

Moderately coarse to moderately fine; loamy sands, 

Prefers moist to average

Planting: transplants best B&B in early spring

Hardiness: Zone 5a



Longevity: medium, 125-175 years



Associate Species: 

Sugar Maple, Am. Beech, Yellow Birch, White Ash, Northern Red Oak, American Linden, Flowering Dogwood, Canada Hemlock


Black Cherry (Prunus serotina)



Small Canopy: 50 - 75 feet



Spread: 35 - 50 feet (1/2 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – maroon green, 

Summer – dark  green, 

Fall- yellow to orange



Flower: 

Loose, pendulous pyramidal spikes, FRAGRANT: strong, sweet, spicy



Fruit: 

Berry, dark glossy red changing to black

Season – Mid August through late September

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Borders of wooded areas, abandoned fields, fence rows.

Prefers moist, tolerates dry

Planting: deep taproot, somewhat difficult to transplant, B&B in early spring, late fall



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: medium, mature at 125-175 years



Associate Species: 

Sugar Maple, Am. Beech, Yellow Birch, White Ash, Northern Red Oak, White Oak, White Ash, Canada Hemlock, Eastern White Pine, Shagbark Hickory


Quaking Aspen (Populous tremuloides)

Large Understory: 35 - 50 feet



Spread: 20 - 35 feet (1/3 to 1/2 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – light green, 

Summer – bright  green, 

Fall- bright yellow



Flower: 

Droopy hairy appearing catkins, silvery gray



Fruit: 

Small conical capsule releasing cottony tufted seeds

Wind dispersal during May

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: savanna

Seeps, slopes with cool air, disturbed sites




Demands wet to moist

Planting: forms colonies, transplant BR or B&B in early spring, autumn



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: short, deteriorates rapidly after 50-60 years, seldom survives 100 years



Associate Species: 

Jack, Red, Eastern White Pines, Gray and Paper Birch, Pin and Chokecherry, 


Black Oaks (Quercus velutina)


Large Canopy: 75 – 100 feet



Spread: 75 - 100 feet (3/4 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – bright crimson red, 

Summer – dark  green, 

Fall- yellow to golden yellow brown



Flower: 

Drooping catkins, yellow green



Fruit: 

Elliptic acorn, light red brown

Season –September through early October

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: forest, savanna

Clay and gravelly ridges, barren lands

Prefers moist, tolerates droughty conditions

Planting: taproot, move B&B in early spring, late autumn


Hardiness: Zone 4b



Longevity: medium, mature at 150-200 years



Associate Species: 

Eastern Red Cedar, Tuliptree, White Ash, hickories, Northern Pin, Bur, Post, Blackjack, Scarlet, and Chestnut Oaks


Sassafras (Sassafras albidum)


Large understory: 35 - 50 feet



Spread: 35 - 50 feet (2/3 the height)



Foliage:




Spring – yellow green 

Summer – yellow  green, 

Fall- various yellows, oranges, reds and purples



Flower: 

Small clusters, bright yellow



Fruit: 

Berry, dark blue, fruit stem is brilliant red

Season – August through September

Other Wildlife Value:  low



Habitat:

Formation: forest, savanna

Open woods, abandoned fields

Prefers moist to droughty

Planting: taproot, difficult, move B&B in early spring (sprouting from roots)



Hardiness: Zone 5b



Longevity: medium, mature at 50- 75 years, rarely survives 100 years



Associate Species: 

Pure stands, Am. Sweetgum, Flowering Dogwood, Am. Elm, Eastern Red Cedar, White Ash, Common Pawpaw, Am Hophornbeam, Am. Hornbeam, Sourwood, hickories, Oaks

Evergreen Trees


Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana)


Small canopy: 50 - 75 feet



Spread: 35 - 50 feet (1/2 to 2/3 the height)



Foliage: mature scale-like, prickly, very fine texture




Spring– dark, blue green 

Summer and autumn – dark olive green 

Late autumn through winter – maroon green to brown green



Flower: 

Small cone (female – red purple, male – yellowish)



Fruit: 

Berry like cone, gray or blue green

Season – July persisting until late March

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: savanna

Dry hillsides, semi-barren lands, and calcareous cliffs

Prefers moist tolerates droughty conditions

Planting: taproot, move B&B in early spring, late autumn



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: long, maximum age 300 years



Associate Species: 

Pure stands, Common Persimmon, Sassafras, Common Honeylocust, Post, Black and Blackjack Oaks, hickories, hawthorns, sumac, cherry


Eastern White Pine



Large canopy: 75 - 100 feet



Spread: 50 - 75 feet (3/4 the height)



Foliage: in bundles of 5, straight, soft, med. texture, aromatic




Spring– light green 

Summer and autumn - bright green 

Winter – bright green with some yellowing



Flower: 

Cone, clustered, on crown



Fruit: 

Cone, long pendulous, tan brown

Season – early August through mid October

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: forest

Northerly slope, steep rocky land

Prefers to average

Planting: readily B&B in early spring



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: long, maturity in 200-350 years, extreme age potential 400- 500 years



Associate Species: 

Pure stands, White Ash, Canada Hemlock, Northern Red Oak, Paper Birch, Sugar Maple, Am. Beech, Am. Linden

Small Trees


Wild Plums (Prunus americana)



Avoid: Not recommended due to Plum Pox Virus

Smooth Sumac (Rhus glabra)

Small understory - 10- 20 feet



Spread: as wide or wider than tall



Foliage: 9-27 leaflets, medium fine texture




Spring– bright green 

Summer- dark green 

Autumn- flame or scarlet red 



Flower: 

Erect, pyramidal spikes 3-5 inches tall, yellow green



Fruit: 

Small globe-shaped, hairy berry in dense pyramidal spikes at end of branch, red with crimson hairs

Season – persists through winter, Early September through March

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: savanna 

Vigorous invader of upland prairie, abandoned fields, woods edge, waste areas

Average to droughty conditions

Planting: easily transplanted B&B or BR in any season



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: short 10- 15 years, long lived root system perpetuates colony



Associate Species: 

Trees: pure stands, Eastern Red Cedar, Sassafras, Black Cherry, Am Plum, hawthorns, viburnums


Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina)



Large understory: 35 - 50 feet



Spread: 35 - 50 feet (equal to height)



Foliage: 11-31 leaflets, med. texture




Spring– yellow green 

Summer - medium green 

Fall – golden yellows, orange to bright red



Flower: 

Upright, pyramidal spike, (yellowish green)



Fruit: 

Small globe shaped velvety berries, dense erect, pyramidal spike, bright red

Season – persists through winter, mid August through late March

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: savanna

Open woods, rocky hillsides, open pastures, wood margins

Average to droughty conditions

Planting: new stems from root suckers, transplants readily B&B any season



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: short, rarely survives 50 years



Associate Species: 

Pure stands, Common Chokecherry, Black Cherry, Am. Plum, Eastern Red Cedar, Black Oak, Quaking Aspen, viburnums, hawthorns


Pussy Willow (Salix discolor)

Small understory - 20 -35 feet



Spread: 20- 35 feet (1/4 to 1/3 the height



Foliage: toothed, medium texture




Spring– light lime green 

Summer- medium green 

Autumn- pale yellow green 



Flower: 

Catkin, long furry appearance, silvery gray, late Feb through March



Fruit: 

Strobile, 1-inch, releases minute seeds, long tufted white hairs, yellow green

Season – Mid April thorough early May

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: savanna 

River margins, low lying lakeshores, swamp and bog

Wet to moist

Planting: easily transplanted B&B or BR in any season with care



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: short 20 years, few survive 50 years



Associate Species: 

Am. Mountain Ash, Boxelder, Quaking Aspen, Paper Birch, Black Ash

Shrubs


New Jersey Tea / Jerseytea Ceanothus (Ceanothus americanus)

Very small: 3 feet



Spread: 3 feet up to 6 feet



Foliage: fine, sharp toothed, medium fine texture




Spring– bright medium green 

Summer medium to dark green 

Autumn- remains green late, then yellow to 



Flower: 

Short, broad spikes, 2 inches long, very tiny individual blossoms, unusual class-like petals, white 



Fruit: 

3-lobed, dry triangular capsule, saucer-like basal cups persist through winter

Season – early September through late October

Other Wildlife Value:  intermediate



Habitat:

Formation: prairie, glade, forest, old fields, 

Woodland borders, mixed deciduous forests, oak openings

Average to droughty conditions

Planting: difficult to transplant



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: very short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Black Oak, Common Persimmon

Shrubs: Fragrant/Flameleaf Sumacs, Blackcap raspberry, Gray Dogwood


Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa)

Mid-height: 6 - 12 feet



Spread: 6  - 12 feet (typically 2/3 height)



Foliage: medium fine texture




Spring–green tinged red 

Summer - gray green 

Autumn- maroon purple 



Flower: 

Profuse, loose upright, broad, cone-shaped, creamy white



Fruit: 

Milky white with bright red stems

Season – early August through late September

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: meadow, savanna, forest dry cliff, old fields, 

Woods edge, fence rows, glades, oak woods

Moist to droughty conditions

Planting: transplants well, forms colonies



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: White Ash, Black Cherry, White/Bur/Red Oaks, Shagbark/Bitternut Hickories, Am. Hophornbeam

Shrubs: Am. Filbert Nannyberry Viburnums, Smooth Sumac, 


Red-twig Dogwood/Redosier Dogwood (Cornus stolonifera)

Mid-height: 6 – 12 feet



Spread: 6 - 12 feet



Foliage: medium fine texture




Spring– bright red green 

Summer medium green 

Autumn- orange or red, darkening to bronze purple 



Flower: 

Flat-topped clusters, creamy white



Fruit: 

Globular, pea-sized berry in umbrella-like clusters, dull white

Season – early through late September 

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: meadow, swamp, fen, bog, dune

Open marshy ground, open wet meadow, calcareous fen, lakeshore, river and stream bank

Wet to average

Planting: forms thickets, transplants difficult to well, slow to re-establish



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Eastern Arborvitae, Yellow Birch, Eastern Hemlock

Shrubs: Common winterberry, Common ninebark, Silky Dogwood, willows


Spice Bush (Lindera benzoin)

Mid-height: 6 - 12 feet



Spread: 6 – 12 feet



Foliage: aromatic when bruised, medium texture




Spring– pale yellow, then yellow green 

Summer – light green 

Autumn- clear lemon yellow 



Flower: 

Delicate small clusters along twigs, profuse, greenish yellow to pale yellow



Fruit: 

Football shaped berry, glossy scarlet red

Season – early through late September 

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: forest

Moist, rich woodlands, shaded 

Wet to average

Planting: difficult to transplant, slow to re-establish



Hardiness: Zone 5a



Longevity: moderately short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Sugar Maple, Eastern Redbud, Am Beech, Northern Red Oak, Flowering Dogwood, 

Shrubs: Mapleleaf viburnum, Pature gooseberry

Perennials


Pussytoes


Asters


Milkweed


River Oats


Turtlehead


Prairie clover


Wild Sunflower


Violets

Biennial



Thistles

Best Butterfly Nectar Plants – Niagara County Natives

Shade Tree 

American Linden / Basswood (Tilia americana)

Large Canopy: 75 - 100 feet



Spread: 50 – 75 feet (2/3 height)



Foliage:




Spring – light lime green, 

Summer – medium green, 

Fall - golden yellow



Flower: 

Sweet arresting scent

Flat topped, pendulous, 5-10 blossoms per cluster, pale yellowish



Fruit: 

Samara, small woody pendulous balls in open clusters, tan brown

Season – early September through late October

Other Wildlife Value:  very low



Habitat:

Formation: Forest

North and east slope aspects, areas of cool air drainage

Moist to average

Planting: easily transplanted, B&B in early spring



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: medium, 150 – 200 years, long-lived root systems perpetuate crown



Associate Species: 

American Beech, Am. Hophornbeam, Sugar Maple, Northern Red Oak, Yellow Birch, Canada Hemlock, 

Small Trees 


Wild Plum – see above

Shrubs


New Jersey Tea – see above


Blueberries


Low Bush Blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium)

Very small shrub: less than 3 feet



Spread: generally equal to height



Foliage: finely toothed, each tooth bristle-tipped, fine texture




Spring– red green 

Summer – blue green 

Autumn- scarlet red to maroon purple 



Flower: 

Small, urn-shaped bells, waxy appearance, milky white or tinged pink



Fruit: 

Globular berry, bloomy blue, weathering to black

Season – early July through mid August 

Other Wildlife Value:  very high, relished by songbirds, waterfowl, gamebirds, marshbirds,



Habitat:

Formation: old field, glade

Old burns, open rocky or sandy ground, demands strongly to moderately acid

Moist to droughty

Planting: transplants well



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Paper Birch, Quaking Aspen,  

Shrubs: Highbush blueberry, Black/Purple Chokeberries


High Bush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum)

Mid-height shrub: 6 -12 feet



Spread: generally equal to height



Foliage: finely toothed, each tooth bristle-tipped, fine texture




Spring– red green 

Summer – dark green to blue green 

Autumn- various, yellow, orange, red to maroon purple 



Flower: 

Small, urn-shaped bells, waxy appearance, white or pinkish



Fruit: 

Globular berry, heavy bluish, weathering to black

Season – early July through late August 

Other Wildlife Value:  very high, relished by songbirds, waterfowl, gamebirds, 



Habitat:

Formation: forest, bog, meadow, barrens. Old fields

Oak woods, rock outcroppings, demands strongly to moderately acid

Wet to dry

Planting: transplants well B&B or container grown, freely suckering



Hardiness: Zone 4b



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Oak/hickory species, Red Maple

Shrubs: Common Deerberry  


Viburnums (vaccinium)

Cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpum)

Low, prostrate, very small shrub, less than 1 foot



Spread: 3 feet, spread is indefinite for established plants



Foliage: fine texture, glossy, leathery, broadleaf evergreen




Spring– light green to red green 

Summer – dark green 

Autumn- dark green late, then purple 

Winter- purple to red



Flower: 

Small, tubeshaped trumpet (1/4 to 3/4inch long), shooting star appearance, white to pink



Fruit: 

Slender-stalked, globular or oblong berry, dark red

Season – Early September through late November 

Other Wildlife Value:  very low, 



Habitat:

Formation: bog, swamp

Cool, wet swampy ground

Demands wet, and demands strongly acid to moderately acid

Planting: difficult to transplant, start from potted plants



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: moderately short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: American Larch, Red Maple, 

Shrubs: Purple Chokeberry, Highbush blueberry, Leatherleaf  


Common Deerberry (Vaccinium stamineum)

Mid-height 6 – 12 feet



Spread: 6- 12 feet



Foliage: medium fine texture




Spring– light green to red green 

Summer – medium green 

Autumn- scarlet red to maroon purple 



Flower: 

Graceful nodding broad cup-shaped bells, greenish white, often pink tinged



Fruit: 

globular or slightly pear-shaped berries, loose dangling clusters, pale greenish to pale blueish black, often with whitish bloom

Season – mid September through mid October 

Other Wildlife Value:  very high



Habitat:

Formation: forest, barrens, old fields

Dry, upland oak woods, ridgetops, rock outcroppigs, infertile sands,and gravel, heavy clay

Moist to droughty, and demands strongy acid to moderately acid

Planting: transplants well, B&B or container grown



Hardiness: Zone 6a



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: White Oak, Tuliptree, flameleaf sumac 

Shrubs: Trailing Arbutus, Sweetfern  


Mapleleaf  Viburnum(Vaccinium acerifloium)

Small shrub 3 - 6 feet



Spread: 3 - 6 feet typically taller than broad



Foliage: maple like appearance, medium texture




Spring– yellow green 

Summer – bright medium green 

Autumn- various, yellow, pinkish to crimson red, then purple 



Flower: 

Flat topped clusters, creamy white



Fruit: 

oval berries, broad flattened clusters, red ripening to bloomy blue, weathering to black 

Season – mid August through mid December 

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: forest, moist cliff

Mixed deciduous flrest, talus slopes, rock outcrops

Moist to dry

Planting: transplants well



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Butternut, White Ash, Tuliptree, Sweet Birch, Northern Red/White Oaks 

Shrubs: Common spicebush, Am. Bladdernut, Common Deerberry  


Hobblebush Viburnum (Vaccinium alnifolium)

Mid-height 6 – 12 feet



Spread: 6- 12 feet



Foliage: finely toothed, veins deep set, coarse texture




Spring– red green to purple 

Summer – medium green 

Autumn- orange to claret red, then maroon purple 



Flower: 

Small in large flat-topped clusters, fringed by larger 5 petal sterile blooms, creamy white



Fruit: 

Elliptic berries, in broad umbrella-like clusters, brilliant red ripening to bloomy blue, weathering to black

Early August through late September or later

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: forest, bald

Cool, moist woodlands, cool, rocky stream banks

Moist to average

Planting: transplants well



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Sugar Maple, Am Beech, Yellow/Sweet Birch, Eastern Hemlock 

Shrubs: Scarlet Elder, Pinxterbloom Azaleas  


Witherod Viburnum (Vaccinium cassinoides)

Mid-height 6 – 12 feet



Spread: 6- 12 feet



Foliage: irregularly toothed, wavy margin, medium texture




Spring– red green 

Summer – bright medium green 

Autumn- orange to crimson red, then maroon purple 



Flower: 

Small flat-topped clusters, creamy white

Pungently scented, disagreeable



Fruit: 

Spherical or oblong berries, drooping clusters, often multiple colors at the same time: first yellow, then pink to red, ripening to bloomy blue, weathering to black

Mid August through mid October

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: bog, swamp, old field, forest

Moist rocky woods, clearings, swamps, bog thickets, low wet sandy woods

Wet to dry

Planting: transplants well



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: moderately short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Black Willow, Am. Planetree,  

Shrubs: Common Alder, Am Elder, Purple Chokeberry, Common Buttonbush,  


Rafinesque Viburnum (Vaccinium rafinesquianum)

Small- height 3 – 6 feet



Spread: 3- 6 feet



Foliage: coarse toothed, medium fine texture




Spring– red green 

Summer – medium green 

Autumn- deep maroon purple 



Flower: 

Flat-topped clusters, creamy white



Fruit: 

Smooth, glossy, oval-shaped berry, in flat 2-15 fruited clusters, dark bluish- black

Early September through late November

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: forest, barrens, old fields

Dry oak woods, stony slopes, calcareous ledges, fence rows, clearings

Average to doughty

Planting: transplants well



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: White Ash, Black Walnut, Black Cherry, White Oak, Shagbark Hickory,  

Shrubs: Gray Dogwood, Indian Current Coralberry  


American Cranberrybush Viburnum (Vaccinium trilobum)

Mid-height 6 – 12 feet, occasionally 16 feet



Spread: 6- 12 feet, typically taller than wide



Foliage: 3 seldom toothed lobes, maple like, medium texture




Spring– yellow green 

Summer – medium green 

Autumn- dark green late, then red to maroon purple 



Flower: 

flat-topped clusters, small fertile flowers fringed by larger sterile blooms, white



Fruit: 

Firm, glossy translucent globular berries, in heavy drooping clusters, scarlet red ripening to orange

Early September persisting through late February

Other Wildlife Value:  high



Habitat:

Formation: moist cliff, bog, old field, forest

Talus slopes, swampy woods, wet pastures, lake banks, bluffs

Moist to average

Planting: transplants easily



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: moderately short lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Black Ash, Am. (Eastern) Larch, Black Tupelo 

Shrubs: Redoiser Dogwoods, Common winterberry, Canada Yew, Hazel Alder  

Perennials


Milkweeds


New England Asters


Purple Coneflowers


Joe Pye Weeds


Blazing Stars


Wild Bergamont


Rudbeckias


Goldenrod – Stiff and Showy


Butterfly Weed


Stiff Coreopsis

###

Suggested Natives for Fence Area (Not Butterfly Supported)
Vines for Fence 

Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)


Form: groundcover-like or climbing


Size: 35 feet or more


Spread: 20 – 35 feet or more


Foliage: 5 leaflets, coarsely toothed, 



Spring – pinkish or red green



Summer – dark green



Autumn – crimson or rose red, one of the earliest vines to color


Flower: small inconspicuous flat-topped clusters, whitish green or purplish green


Fruit: 



Globular berry in clusters of 1 to 5



Bloom bluish black on bright red stems



Late September through October, often persist through late February


Wildlife Value: high, eagerly consumed by songbirds



Habitat:

Formation: savanna forest, cliff,  old fields

Fence rows, woodland edges, open woods, rich deep woods, cliffs

Wet to  doughty

Planting: transplants well, slow to re-establish



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: long lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Sugar Maple, White/Green Ash, American Linden, American Beech,  American Elm, Black Cherry, White/Red Oaks

Riverbank Grape (Vitis riparia)


Form: trailing or climbing


Size: 35 feet or more


Spread: 20 – 35 feet or more


Foliage: maple-like coarse long pointed teethed, 



Spring – orangish or redish green



Summer – medium green



Autumn – yellow green or bright yellow


Flower: small in loose many-flowered spikes, 3-5 inches long, yellowish green


Fruit: 



Globular berry in compact, loose conical clusters, usually more than 15



Black with dense bluish bloom



Mid July through early September


Wildlife Value: very high, favorite songbird food



Habitat:

Formation: swamp, glade, old field, forest

Fence rows, river banks, wooded bottomlands, rocky open hillsides, woods edge, 

Wet to  droughty

Planting: easily transplanted



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: long lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Silver Maple, Common Boxelder, Green Ash,

Shrubs: Gray Dogwoods, American Elder,

American  Bittersweet (Celastrus scandens)


Form: climbing


Size: 3- 20 feet or more


Spread: 12 - 20 feet 


Foliage: fine toothed, wavy margin



Spring – light yellow green



Summer – dark yellow green



Autumn – lemon yellow


Flower: small inconspicuous, yellow green to green


Fruit: 



3 sectioned, pea-sized capsules in loose drooping clustrs of 6 - 20



Bright orange with scarlet red seeds



Late September persisting through late December or longer


Wildlife Value: low



Habitat:

Formation: glade, forest, dune,  old fields

Roadsides, woods edge, fence rows, abandoned pastures, rocky slopes

Average to  droughty

Planting: difficult to transplant, suckers



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: long lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Black Cherry, Black Oak, Sassafras

Shrubs: Fragrant/Smooth Sumacs, Gray Dogwood, blackberry/raspberry species

Shrubs –thorny

Allegany  Blackberry (Rubus allegheniensis)

Small: 3 – 6 feet



Spread: 6 - 12 feet forms broad colonies 

Leggy canes, at first stiffly erect, finally high arching

Claw like prickles



Foliage: 3-5 leaflets, prickly, medium fine texture




Spring– bright red green 

Summer dark green 

Autumn- orange to red becoming maroon purple 



Flower: 

Loose, conical 14 – 18 flowered spikes, 5 petals, white



Fruit: 

Glossy thimble-shaped berry, ½ to 1 inch long, coal black

Season – early July through late August

Other Wildlife Value: very high



Habitat:

Formation: glade, forest, old fields, 

Woodland edges, disturbed woods, roadsides, dry rocky slopes, dry thickets

Average to droughty conditions

Planting: transplants well, strongly acid to cirumneutral



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: very short lived 5 – 10 years



Associate Species: 

Trees: White Ash, Black Cherry, Paper Birch, Eastern White Pine, Common Chokecherry, Red Maple

Shrubs: Gray Dogwood, Rafinesque/Mapleleaf Viburnums, Pasture Gooseberry

Blackcap Raspberry (Rubus occidentalis)

Small: 3 – 6 feet



Spread: 6 - 12 feet forms broad colonies 

Erect Leggy canes, finally graceful long slender arching canes, rooting at tips

Strong hooked prickles



Foliage: 3-5 leaflets, irregular teeth, medium fine texture




Spring– pale yellow green 

Summer - blue green 

Autumn- blue green to yellowish 



Flower: 

Flat-topped clustered, 5 petals, conspicuous green sepals twice petal size, white



Fruit: 

Glossy hemispheric berry, multiple aggregate of drupes 3/8  to 5/8 inch long, Red at first, maturing to coal black or deep purplish black

Season – early July through late August

Other Wildlife Value: very high



Habitat:

Formation: glade, forest, old fields, 

Woodland edges, disturbed woods, roadsides, dry rocky slopes, dry thickets

Moist to droughty conditions

Planting: transplants well



Hardiness: Zone 4a



Longevity: very short, biennial



Associate Species: 

Trees: Sassafrass, hawthorne/serviceberry species, White Oaks, Flowering Dogwoods, 

Shrubs: Gray Dogwood, Jerseytea Ceanothus, Fragrant Sumanc

American Red Raspberry (Rubus strigosus)

Small: 3 – 6 feet



Spread: 6 - 12 feet forms broad colonies 

Multiple stems, leggy canes, first year twigs powdery white, then red to purple or black

stiff prickles



Foliage: 3-5 leaflets, irregular teeth, medium fine texture




Spring– red green 

Summer – bright medium  green 

Autumn- deep wine red to maroon purple 



Flower: 

Open, scattered flat-topped clusters, 5 petals, rose like appearance, white



Fruit: 

Hemispheric berry, multiple aggregate of drupes 1/2  to 2/3 inch long, 

bright red

Season – early July through late August

Other Wildlife Value: very high



Habitat:

Formation: bog, cliff, forest, old fields, 

Ravine banks, talus slopes, open or wooded hillsides, clearings, rock slopes

Wet to droughty conditions

Planting: transplants easily



Hardiness: Zone 2



Longevity: very short, biennial, roots longer lived



Associate Species: 

Trees: Red/Sugar Maples, Red/Eastern Pines, 

Shrubs: Scarlet Elder, Lowbush blueberry, Pasture Gooseberry

Trees – Thorny


Cockspur Hawthorn (Crataegus crusgalli)

Small understory – 20 – 35 feet



Spread: 20 -35 feet, wider than tall



Foliage: very glossy, clustered at ends of twigs, medium fine texture




Spring– bright green 

Summer- dark green 

Autumn- bright orange to scarlet red, late 



Twigs armed with dense hooked red brown slender thorns



Flower: 

Dense flat topped clusters, 3 inch diameter, white, profuse



Fruit: 

Apple like berry, in dense flat-topped drooping clusters, dull brick red

Season – Mid August persistent until January

Other Wildlife Value:  intermediate



Habitat:

Formation: forest, savanna 

Floodplain, rocky pastures, border of woods, dry rocky open woods

Prefers moist, tolerates droughty conditions

Planting: transplant as small tree, B&B early spring or autumn



Hardiness: Zone 4b



Longevity: short 75 - 100 years, 



Associate Species: 

Trees: Eastern Red Cedar, American Plum, hawthorns, viburnums, sumac, cherry, crabapple species, other hawthorns, dogwood

Downy Hawthorn (Crataegus mollis)

Large understory – 35 – 50 feet



Spread: 35 -50 feet, wider than tall



Foliage: coarase doubly serrated margin, medium coarse texture




Spring– yellow green 

Summer- yellow green 

Autumn- golden yellow brown 



Twigs armed chestnut  brown glossy thorns



Flower: 

Broad, open, flat topped clusters, 3-4 inch diameter, white, 



Fruit: 

Apple like berry, in drooping few fruited clusters, dull red

Season – Late August through mid or late  September

Other Wildlife Value:  intermediate



Habitat:

Formation: forest, savanna 

Low open woods, rocky hillsides, woods edge, open pasture

Prefers moist, tolerates droughty conditions

Planting: somewhat difficult, transplant as small tree, B&B early spring or autumn



Hardiness: Zone 3b



Longevity: short 75 - 100 years, 



Associate Species: 

Trees: Eastern Red Cedar, Common Honeylocust, Black Cherry, American Plum, Common Chokecherry, virburnum, crabapple, Black Walnut, Common Hackberry, Silver Maple,  American Elm, Eastern Popular

Frosted Hawthorn (Crataegus pruinosa)

Small understory – 20 – 35 feet



Spread: 20 -35 feet, wider than tall



Twigs- armed with slender thorns



Foliage: bright red petiole, doubly serrate, medium fine texture




Spring– blue green 

Summer- dark blue green 

Autumn- dull orange to reddish 



Flower: 

Loose flat topped clusters, individual ¾ inch diameter, white, 



Fruit: 

Small, globular, Apple like berry, in few fruited drooping clusters, 

glossy yellow orange 

Season – late August through mid October

Other Wildlife Value:  intermediate



Habitat:

Formation: forest, savanna 

Rocky open woods, margin of woods, open hillsides, open pastures

Prefers moist, tolerates droughty conditions

Planting: somewhat difficult to transplant, move B&B early spring or late autumn



Hardiness: Zone 3a



Longevity: short 60 - 100 years, 



Associate Species: 

Trees: Eastern Red Cedar, Osage Orange, Gray Dogwood, American Plum, Pin Cherry, hawthorns, sumac, crabapples

Resources

  NEW YORK 

  Amanda's Garden, Springwater, (585) 669-2275, www.amandagarden.com, Nursery: Shade Plants 

  Catskill Native Nursery, Kerhonkson, (845) 626-2758, www.catskillnativenursery.com, Nursery: Ferns, Perennial Plants, Prairie Forbs Plants, Prairie Grass Plants, Shrubs, Vegetables, Vines 

  Maple Hill Nursery &: Landscaping, (315) 682-8835, maplehill8@msn.com, Trees & Shrubs, Prairie and Wet Mesic Plants 

  Shawangunk Growers, Middletown, (845) 386-1515, www.gunkhort.com, Nursery: Ferns, Prairie Forbs Plants, Prairie Grass Plants, Shade Plants, Shrubs

  Southern Tier Consulting and Nursery, Inc, (800) 848-7614, froghome@southerntierconsulting.com, Wetland Plants & Seeds, Wet Mesic Plants & Seeds 

  The Plantsmen Nursery, Groton, (607) 533-7193, Nursery: Ferns, Prairie Forbs Plants, Prairie Grass Plants, Shade Plants, Vines, Wet Mesic Plants
References: 

The Butterfly Gardener’s Guide, Brooklyn Botanic Garden All-Region Guide, Claire Hagen Doyle, Editor, 2003

The Gardener’s Butterfly Book, Alan Branhagen, 2001

Native Trees, Shrubs, and Vines for Urban and Rural America A Planting Design Manuel for Environmental Designers, 

Gary L Highshoe, 1988

Natural Landscaping, Gardening with Nature to Create a Backyard Paradise, Sally Roth, 1997

Suggested Plant List for the Lewiston Plateau Wildlife Refuge

Request from The Niagara Frontier Wildlife Habitat Council and Dr. David Cooper
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